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of Saladin (pp. 190-21 1) is partly abridged from the author's valuable 
Life of Saladin, and is well done, as are such descriptions of the move- 
ments of the Crusaders as fall within the scope of this work. 

The description of the Mamluk civilization, part of it reprinted, with 
emendations, from the author's Art of the Saracens in Egpyt, chapter III. , 
is especially valuable. The note on page 253, in which the system of 
Mamluk names and titles is explained, will, no doubt, be welcome ot 
many who have puzzled over the subject. Especial attention may be 
called to the account of the career of Beybars and that of Nasir. 

Pages 359 to 382, inclusive, are occupied by a good index. The book 
is well printed on good paper and the illustrations add to its interest and 
value. The story of medieval Egypt is, in many respects, a fascinating 
one, and this story Professor Lane-Poole has told well. He knows his 
subject, his style is interesting and vivid, and an occasional touch of 
humor gives additional life to his narrative. Both Dr. Lane-Poole and 
the publishers are to be congratulated for this, the sixth volume of the 
great history of Egypt. J. R. Jewett. 

The Spanish People, their Origin, Growth and Influence. By Mar- 
tin A. S. Hume, editor of the Calendars of Spanish State Papers. 
[The Great Peoples Series.] (New York : D. Appleton and Co. 
1901. Pp. xix, 535.) 

In the present book Mr. Hume offers an analysis of the Spanish 
people, built up about a condensed outline of the history of Spain from 
the earliest times to the present day. His special aim is to illustrate and 
explain the development of the Spaniard in the light of his origin and 
surroundings, and stress is laid, accordingly, rather on results than on the 
details of processes. Still the book is far from barren of the facts usu- 
ally sought by the general reader of history, while the results reached 
along the lines that lead more directly toward the author's specific end 
will commend it to the more thoughtful and discerning student. 

The book's great merit lies in the fact that it is the production of one 
who has a clear view of the greater part of the Spanish historical field, 
with a distinct understanding of its problems. The best portions are the 
chapters devoted to the times between the end of the Moorish domina- 
tion and the accession of the Bourbons. It is here that the author is 
most and best at home, and his familiarity with the course of things in 
all Spain during these centuries lends him a sure touch and an excellent 
appreciation of the relative importance of events. There is perhaps no 
clearer account available of the processes determined in the peninsula by 
the various fate of the West-Spanish kingdoms during the struggle with 
the Moors ; while the relations of Castile and Leon with Aragon, with 
the effect of their divergent political policies and economic systems upon 
united Spain are excellently brought out. The best of the whole book 
is the keen appreciation the author shows of the great influence exercised 
by the different economic conditions obtaining in the different parts of 
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Spain ; although it were to be wished that his feeling for the institutional 
possibilities of his subject had been deeper. 

So much praise can scarcely be accorded the generalizations made 
from the author's understanding of the historical apparatus at his dis- 
posal. Mr. Hume has not escaped the dangers to which the nature of 
his study especially exposed him. He has been drawn into making out 
of the mixed origin of the Spanish people at once a thesis and an ex- 
planatory formula, in the light of which he explains events and person- 
alities. Thus he forces the influence of race and tradition far beyond its 
normal value, and discounts the influence of the personal element at all 
times. In his applications of his formula he occasionally lets his con- 
clusions explain one another, and his deductions are too frequently ex 
parte ; he lacks catholicity. For instance, in speaking of the accession 
of Henry of Trastamara, he says (pp. 218-219) : " The personal charac- 
ter of Pedro the Cruel is a question of secondary importance to our pres- 
ent purpose. . . . But it is certain that had he been allowed to continue 
the policy of Alphonso IX., by which the territorial nobility were being 
gradually divested of their power, much of the turbulence and bloodshed 
of the next hundred years would have been avoided." It was precisely 
Pedro's " personal character " that made the nobles refuse to allow him 
to go on. 

If we approach the book from still another side, it seems to be written 
without a due sense of proportion in the larger lines. The hasty and 
unsatisfactory treatment of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries sug- 
gests that for Mr. Hume the development of the Spanish character comes 
to an end with the close of the seventeenth century. This needs no re- 
futing ; the two centuries just passed are unattractive in Spain, but far 
from unimportant. An amusing touch of insularity in the author is the 
omission of all mention of the Capitulation of Bailen, an event that over- 
weighs in significance a wilderness of the murders and torturings for which 
Mr. Hume finds space. The chapters on art, architecture and literature 
are not ill-conceived, but are almost entirely at second hand and suffer 
accordingly. 

The book is furnished with a good index, and with a bibliography 
that leaves much to be desired both in regard to arrangement and to 
choice of titles. It is quite uncritical : good and bad, modern and anti- 
quated stand side by side without comment. It abounds with small but 
inexcusable inaccuracies and inconsistencies. A more serious matter is 
the misquotation of Dozy's Recherches sur I' histoire et la literature de 
P Espagne pendant le moyen-dge ( Leyden, 1881) : the title given on pp. 
519-521 belongs to the smaller work first published in 1849. Still less 
to be forgiven is the carelessness, to call it nothing worse, that permits 
the entry of the works of Schack (p. 521) as Spanish translations from 
Valera and Mier. One notes with surprise the absence of any reference 
to the work of Dierx, Schafer-Schirrmacher, Lembke, Desdevises du 
Dezert and Henry C. Lea. Finally, the book would gain greatly by the 
addition of full critical apparatus. Benjamin Parsons Bourland. 



